








1990 Writers Digest 
Subject Index 


This index groups by topic all articles published in 
Writer’s Digest in 1990. Titles are listed in quotes; 
when necessary, descriptions of articles are given in 
parentheses. Because of space considerations, some 
titles have been shortened and abbreviations used 
for these columns: Chronicle (C); The Electronic 
Writer, by Ronald John Donovan (EW); Fiction, by 
Lawrence Block or Nancy Kress (F); Hollywood 
Signs, which always appears in The Markets, by 
John Wilson (HS); The Markets (M); New York 
Overheard, which always appears in The Markets, 
by Russell Galen (NY); Nonfiction, by Art Spikol 
(NF); Poetry, by Judson Jerome (P); Scripts, by J. 
Michael Straczynski (S); Tip Sheet (TS); and Writing 
Life (WL). 


AGENTS 

“How to Respond to Unresponsive Agents & Edi- 
tors,” NY, July. 

“Questions for Your Agent-to-Be,” HS, June. 


BUSINESS & LEGAL MATTERS 

“Check’s in the Mail,” NF, Nov. 

“How to Get Free Photos,” Cindi Myers, TS, Aug. 

“Hail to the Chief” (running a business), NF, June. 

“How to Protect Your Scripts,” John Wilson, July. 

“How to Qualify for a Home-Office Deduction,” Jane 
Easter Bahls, TS, Jan. 

“Short Subjects” (tax tips), NF, Feb. 

“System for Planning Your Writing,” Ann Goldberg, 
TS, June. 

“Tip 4 Organizing Your Notebooks,” 

Mi 


, May. 
“Tips for Writers on the Move,” Susan Biddle Jaffe, 
TS, June. 
“Too Much of a Good Thing,” (using quotes), NF, 
April. 
bax Organization Tool,” 


Pam West, 


David W. Hollis, TS, 


“What | i Writer Should Know About Censor- 
ship,” William Noble, Sept. 

“Working for Literary Magazines,” Jeffrey Krasner, 
TS, March. 


CONFERENCES, CONTESTS, 
CLASSES & ORGANIZATIONS 
“Best of the Century,” Dec. 

“Shopping for Workshops,” S, Feb. 

“Three Ways to Improve Writers Workshop Feed- 
back,” Pat Brown, TS, Nov. 

“Tips for Approaching Editors at Conferences,” 
Deborah Mawhar, TS, July. 

“WD Guide to Conferences,” Bill Strickland, May. 

“WD Guide to Graduate Writing Programs,” Michael 
Bugeja, Aug. 

“Writer to Writer” (writers groups), F, March. 


“Commercial Messages,” NY, Marc’ 
“Conduct a Post-Publication ‘Cchigns,” Peter Hard- 


wick, TS, Dec. 
“Just Whose Story Is This?” Donna Fastle, Sept. 
“How to Respond to Unresponsive Agents & Edi- 
tors,” NY, July 
“Steps for Revising Your Manuscript,” John Mor- 


ressy, TS, Aug. 
“Tips for Approsching Editors at Conferences,” 
Deborah Mawhar, TS, July. 
“Welcome to the Retrenching Cycle,” NY, Sept. 
EQUIPMENT & ELECTRONIC WRITING 
“Computerized Project-Juggling,” EW, May. 


“Five Areas to Check Your Spelicheck,”” James 
Anderson, TS, Jan. 
“Five Items the Travel Writer Must Pack,” Charlene 
Mires, TS, Dec. 
“Gone Fishing” (creative software), EW, Jan. 
“Good Morning, Modem,” EW, July. 
“Hypertext” (organization software), Stanley 
hmidt, Feb. 
“PC vs. The Mac,” EW, Nov. 
“Portable Magic” (laptop computers), EW, Sept. 
“PreViewing New Software,” EW, March. 
“Short — (tape recording equipment), NF, 


FICTION-WRITING TECHNIQUES 

“An Introduction to Writing Mysteries,” 
Waugh, Feb. 

“Avoiding Dialogue Traps,” Suzanne Von Schussler- 
Schell, Sept. 

“Bring Action Novels to Life,” Michael Newton, Aug. 

“Craft Compelling Stories,” David Madden, June. 

“Common Dialogue Mistakes,” TS, July. 

“Draw a Blueprint for Short Stories,” Louise Bog- 
gess, TS, Feb. 

“Getting Real” (using real locations in fiction), F, 


Hillary 


Aug. 

“Methods of Narration,” 
Sweet, Feb. 

“Scene and Sequel,” Jack Bickham, Dec. 

“Secrets of the Technothriller,” Stephen Coonts, 


Hal Blythe & Charlie 


Aug. 

“Sharpen Writing With Similes,” Elyse Sommer, 
Aug. 

“Staging Your Fiction” Stanley Schmidt, May. 

“Stop Making Sense” (logic), F, Jan. 

“Three Ways to Feed Fiction,” Cary Holladay, TS 
April. 

“Using Coincidence in Your Fiction,” Nancy Kress, 


July. 
“Write a Rebus,” Lois J. Szymanski, Sept. 
“Write Believable Love Scenes,” David Groff, Nov. 
“Writing for Teens,” Jahnna Beecham, April. 
“Writing Prose That Soars,” Jim Taylor, April. 
“Your Most Important Paragraphs,” F, Oct. 
“Your Most Important Paragraphs II,” F, Nov. 


“Basics of Writing Humorously,” J. Kevin Wolfe, 
June. 
“Corporate Comedian,” John Klocke, TS, March. 


IDEAS 

“Generating Story Ideas,” F, Dec. 

“Gone Fishing” (creative software), EW, Jan. 

“Open Your Mind,” Timothy Perrin, Sept. 

“Sources for Economic Development Articles,” 
Everett Slossman, TS, Feb. 

“Strategies for Developing Articles,” Vicki Grove, 
TS, May. 

“Turn Skills into Articles,” Larry Loen, TS, July. 


INSPIRATION & ADVICE 
“A Writer’s Career Sets Sail,” Feb. 
“Book Stops Here,” F, May. 
“By His Words J ustified, ” Michael Bugeja, C, Oct. 
“Discovering the Writer Within You,” Bruce Bal- 
lenger, Jan. 
“Fiction or Nonfiction,” NF, March. 
“First Bylines,” Jan.-July, Sept.-Dec., 
“Get Started as a Writer,” Thomas Clark, Dec. 
“Good News/Bad News,” F, June. 
“Highest Honor,” James Collins, C, April. 
“Ignore That Advice,” Dick Belsky, June. 


“Inevitable Stroke of Luck,” Peter M. Leschak, C, 
Jan. 

“Just Spell My Name Right” (reviews), F, Sept. 

“Long Christmas,” Winfred Van Atta, C, Dec. 

“Magic of the Mesa,” Linda Lay Schuler, C, May. 

“One Writing Rule I Believe,” oa Kress, Oct. 

“Put Magic in Your Writing,” 

“Questions for First Novena.” “4 we C. Stroby, Oct. 

“Remarkable Unremarkable Life,” HS, Aug. 

“Short Story Time,” F, July. 

“System to Keep You Writing,” Holly Lisle Deaton, 
TS, Jan. 

“Tactic to Stop Interruptions,” Rebecca Rohan, TS, 
M 


ay. 

“Tips for a Cleaner Office,” Donald Cart, TS, April. 

“When Your Book Goes Out of Pririt,” Robert Bly, 
March. 

“WD Contest Winners,” Oct. 

“Your Target: Success,” Karon Phillips, July. 


INTERVIEWING 

“Arranging Interviews,” Lolita Ditzler, TS, Sept. 

“Interviewing Tactics,” Jira Schwab, TS, April. 

“System for Filing Interview Tapes,” Gene Church 
Schulz, TS, April. 


Ista as Second Language,” Stephen Baker, C, 
June. 

Grammar Grappler, Richard Lederer, Jan.-Dec. 

“Seven Evils of Writing,” Bruce Boston, TS, Dec. 

“Six Common—And Annoying — Spelling Errors,” 
Harry Calhoun, TS, Nov. 

“Strange Case of the English Language,” Richard 
Lederer, May. 

“Traffic Muse,” Jill Curry, WL, Aug. 

Write It My Way, Willard Espy, Jan.-May, July-Dec. 


LIFESTYLE & HUMOR 

“Book Tours Aren’t for Sissies,” 
Sept. 

“Contributors’ Notes,” Larry Tritten, C, March. 

“Effable Guide to Southern Writing,” Janet Wilkins, 
C, Nov. 

“Gifts for Writers,” Nov. 

“Life On the Inside,” S, Dec. 

“If What If Is Not What Is, What Is?”, Michael Seid- 
man, C, Feb. 

“Pen Is Mightier Than the Pen,” Joe Henslik, WL, 


Sept. 

“Say You Got Decked by an Editor,” Herbert Hadad, 
C, Aug. 

“Science Fiction Attitude,” Ray Faraday Nelson, C, 
J 


uly. 
“The Ritual of the Pencil,” Dean Tribble, WL, May. 
“Why Fiction,” F, Feb. 
“Writing Ali the Time,” F, April. 
py ro essere og a ADVICE 


“A Reader Makes Good,” NY, J 
“Art of os a Manuscript" ” Michael Seidman, 


“cages Magazine Market,” Greg Daugherty, Jan. 

“Dear Friend” (personable query letters), NF, Sept. 

“Editor’s System for Juggling Multiple Stories,” Da- 
vid, J. Thielen, TS, Dec. 

“Finer Points of Selling Yourself,” NF, July. 

“Full Color System for Using Writer's Market, ” Vicki 
Snyder, TS, Aug. 

“Gender and Genes,” NY, Nov. 

“Getting to Know You” (know readers), NF, May. 

“How to Land a Bigger Book Advance,” Jeff Herman, 
March. 


Fern Kupfer, C, 
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Fern Kupfer, C, 

















“Less irritating SASP,” Robert R. Hostetler, TS, “Steps to Accurate Reporting,” Robert Lowes, TS, ‘Paula Danzinger’s Young-Adult World,” Dennis 


Sept. June. 
“Long Road to a Stand Out Book,” NY, May. “Steps to Stronger Writing,” Terri Brooks, 


Jan. 
“Shut Up and Watch and Listen” (Barry Hannah), 


Aug. 
“One Tip for Making the Most of Your Writing Vaca- “Too Much of a Good Thing,” (using quotes), NF, Robin Street, Sept. 
tions,” Charlene Mires, TS, Nov. April. 
“$100,000 Advance,” Thomas Clark, June. “Who Asked Me Anyway,” (using the first person), RESEARCH 
Aug. “Martin Cruz Smith on Research,” Bill Marchese, 
TS, July. 
“New Additions to the Writer’s Bookshelf,” Thomas 
Clark, TS, Dec. 


“Personalize Your Writer’s Market,” Martha G. NF, 
en ae, OPPORTUNITIES 
“Sell Your Novel,” Darrell Schweitzer & Gregory Be- FOR WRITERS 


tancourt, May. “An Alternate Way to Sell Your Poems,” Susie Reyn- 


“Study Potential Magazine Markets,” Stephen Alt- olds, TS, Nov. 


TS, Dec. 
“Source for International Information,” Lauren 


schuler, March. “Big Bucks for Business Writers,” Robert Bly, Feb. Greenlee, TS, March. 


“Three Ti Histo. Wi ” Shi “Birth of a Critic,” NF, Dec. 
Mctnharde — an “Breaking into Print Through Newspaper 
“Thrillers —Surviving Cold War Thaw,” TS, April. Columns,” Marshall Cook, March. 


“Top 10 Trite Leads,” Brian Smith, TS, Dec. “It’s the Characters” (sports fives) HS, Feb. 


“Source for Magazines to Study,” Ernest Stadvec, 


Locals’ TS, Jan. 
“Sources for Legal Background,” James Maccaro, 
TS. 


, May. 
“Writing for Readers,” HS, Dec. “Playing the Sports Book Game,” Rick Wolff, June. “Two Places to Check Spelling When the Dictionary 


“Your Future In Book Publishing,” Russell Galen, “The Technical Touch,” Stephen Bigelow, Dec 
Jan. ss “Writing Sales Brochures,” Robert Bly, Aug. 


Can't Help,” H. Edgar Hix, TS, Dec. 


SCRIPTS 
“Common Dialogue Mistakes,” TS, July. 


om a “As When” (stretch your imagination), P, Feb. “Enter the Character Description,” 8, Aug. 
Fiction 50,” Bill Strickland, April. , o :, 
The Markets, Jan.-Dec. “11 Rules for Winning Poems,” John Engle, Dec. Equal Opportunity Film Makers,” HS, Oct. 


‘ ” “Expansionist Poetry,” P, Jan. 
‘Top 25 Markets of the 1980s,” July. “Fresh Fables,” P, Oct. 
"Ways to Sell Humor,” Gene Perret, Apeil : dl to Build a Poem,” Jerry Craven, July. 
luxtaposition,” P, Aug. 
NONFICTION-WRITING TECHNIQUES “Learning From Others,” P, March. 
“Big Bucks in Business Writing,” Robert Bly, Feb. “Merry Scansion to All,” P, Dec. 
“Billboard Paragraphs,” John Wilson, May. “Podalic Meter,” P, May. 
“Getting Organized,” David Fryxell, March. “Poetry on the Boards,” P, May. 
“Give an Editor Nothing to Do,” John Wilson, Oct. “Power of Image,” P, July. 
“Giving Life to a Life Story,” (nontraditional biogra-  “Scansion,” P, Nov. 
phy), Marianne Moates, April. “Staging Rhyme,” P, Sept. 
“Giving Voice to Nonfiction,” Terri eee Se. “Telling a Story,” P, April. 
“Irresistibly Delicious Nonficticn,” Sally-Jo Bow- 
man, Nov. 5 PROFILES 


“Listening to the Voice in Your Head,” NF, Oct. “Book of Others” (Jane Hamilton), Michael Schu- 


“Master Procedure Writing,” Donald Ray Patterson, macher, Oct. 
TS, M “Florence King Confesses,” Alanna N 


“Exercises to Improve Characterizations,” Kerry 
Cox, TS, Jan. 
— Teleplay Scripts,” Madeline DiMaggio, 


“10k Who’ 's Talking” (dialogue tips), S, June. 

“Other Voices” (reader mail), S, April. 

“Scripting for Local Cable,” Sandra Dark, Feb. 

“Snappier Scripts,” Gregory Miller, Oct. 

“Spec Scripts,” S, Oct. 

“Subplotting Scripts,” Kerry Cox, TS, May. 

“Warning About Dialogue in Scripts,” Kerry Cox, 
TS, March. 

“When Writing Worlds Collide” (journalist script- 
writers), HS, April. 


WRITING FOR FUN 
“ Booking Your Travel,” Steven Kaplan, Jan. 


, May. ash, July. | 
“Say Cheese—Or I'll Caption You Bleu,” (photo and = ‘How Tracy Kidder Writes His Books,” Michael “Creating Holiday Newsletters,” Moira Allen, Dec. 


captioning tips), NF, Jan. Schumacher, Nov. 


“Scripting for Local Cable,” Sandra Dark, Feb. 

















Complete your writing reference library with these back issues of WRITER'S 
DIGEST. Check the issues you want below. Limited quantities available. 


Writers Back Issues $3 each Y 


1989 ISSUE FEATURES 

__July Unleashing your creativity, interview with Richard Rhoades, how to chouse ___Febreary 
a word processor, six steps to salable horror fiction. 

___ August Charting your path to the bestseller list, the fiction writer's revision check- March 
list, how to write and sell animated fiction. 
Your guide to agents, ingredients of powerful nonfiction, how to deliver _—April 
what TV script editors want. 
Finding the right publisher for your book, a plotting system that works, 
techniques to spice up your artide. 
Secrets of superlative storytelling, gifts for writers, discovering your play- 


writing voice 
90 ideas for 1990, creating believable characters, five deadly screenwriting 
sins. 
1990 ISSUE FEATURES 
___Janvary —_ Writing into the year 2000, magazine trends you can profit from, how to 
unleash the writer within you. 


My payment is enclosed. Nome 


How to make big bucks in business writing, hypertext: a powerful too! for 
writers, how to write the mystery story. 

How to put magic in your writing, an introduction to magazine marketing, 
timesaving tips for writing better ond faster 

The top 50 markets for your short fiction, 10 ways to sell humor, how to 
write meaningful books for teens. 

How to sell your novel, 1990 guide to writer's conferences, seminars and 
workshops, a small-town writer's strategies for developing articles. 

The six basics of writing humorously, how to craft compelling stories, time- 
less advice on handling rejection 

How to build a poem, using the top 25 markets of the 1980s for success in 
the 1990s, how to protect your script. 

Revealing the secrets of the technothriller, | 0 steps to stronger writing, 
Giving voice to your nonfiction, what every writer should know about 
censorship, an exercise to tap into your hidden storytelling power. 
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Allow 4-5 weeks for delivery. 


(6375 beni US) fy gehen WATER'S DIGEST 


1507 Dana Avenue 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45207 














